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WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Michael Atkinson
ORGAN PRELUDE  Meditation on "Bring a Torch, Jeannette Isabella" by David Lasky Dr. ]essica Scott

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: We gather as people looking for the star, a sign that God is at work in the
world.

People: God, help us find your glory.

Leader: We gather as people listening for the whispers of the Spirit, hints of the good
news in the least likely places.

People: God, help us notice your glory.

Leader: We gather as people yearning for Love’s presence, the assurance that we are not
alone and Love will have the last word.

People: God, help us encounter your glory.

Leader: On this Epiphany Sunday, may the Light of Love shine among us, revealing
divine glory through neighbors known and unknown, vulnerable children, and
unexpected gifts.

People: God, reveal to us anew the glory of your expansive Love that gathers us
together and sustains us in loving service to one another and all creation.

Amen.
Weritten by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2025.



*OPENING PRAYER

Light of God, illumine the path that leads us to healing, hope, and salvation.
Glory of God, fill this sanctuary and expose the darkness that stalks our souls. Light
of God, shine with such brightness that we marvel in awe. Glory of God, fill each
temple of the Holy Spirit present today. Light of God, Glory of God, we welcome

you in this place.
Weritten by Kwasi 1. Kena, The Africana Worship Book, Year A (Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 2006), 53.

*OPENING HYMN #245 “We Three Kings”

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS “This is Where Children Belong” TFWS #2233
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wisemen from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay
him homage. When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who

is to shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage. When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

Leader: The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.



MESSAGE “Seeing The Light” Rev. Michael Atkinson

(You are encouraged to use this space for notes)

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, we would like to be among those who saw the coming of the
Christ Child, those who dropped all that they were doing and traveled to worship the
coming of God's love into this world. We would like to be those who cared for God
in infant vulnerability; who tickled and cuddled and comforted the growing child,

that he might know love and safety. And yet, merciful God, we must recognize all the
times we are more like Herod. Whenever we, in our actions or in our inactions, find
our own need for control more compelling than the needs of others for health and
safety. Whenever we cling to the security of our privilege, rather than standing up for
the rights of the oppressed. Whenever we are complicit in the harming of innocents
for the sake of profit, or power, or because we fear to know, and to change, the
injustices of this world.

Loving God, we confess our sins against you and one another, and pray that you
will fill us with your light, that we may live our lives as true disciples in your name,
without counting the cost. In the name of Christ, the one who showed us the way, we

pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

God's light is present in this world. Present in the Christ child, born to lead us out of
darkness. Present in the star, in all that guides us to love. God's light is in the world,
and the darkness did not overcome it. God's grace is in the world, and our missteps

will not overcome it. We are loved; we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.

Weritten by Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy, pastor at First Church Congregational, Rochester, NH. Posted on the re:Worship
blog at https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/12/prayer-of-contession-matthew-2-1-18.html,

*PASSING OF GOD’S PEACE

ORGAN OFFERTORY “Brightest and Best” by James Harding Dr. Scott



*DOXOLOGY UM.H #94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit.
Alleluia!l Alleluia!l Alleluia!

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Leader:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. ..

..and so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sung Response - - - - - - - - - - - - - oo The Faith We Sing #2257 (b)
Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosana in the highest!
Blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosana in the highest!

Leader: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his
suffering, death, and resurrection, you gave birth to your church, delivered
us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by

water and the Spirit. ..

..and so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we
offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in
union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. ..

Sung Response - - - - - - - - - - oo The Faith We Sing #2257 (c )
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!



Leader: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread
and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we
may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood...

..By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast
as his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy

Spirit, in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever. AMEN.

Sung Response - - - - - - - - - - The Faith We Sing #2257 (d)
Amen. Amen. Amen.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Dr. Scott

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
For the well-being of all, the bread served during Communron is gluten-free.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*CLOSING HYMN #206 “I Want to Walk as A Child of the Light”
*BENEDICTION

ORGAN POSTLUDE “The Wise Men” by Paul Crunden-White Dr. Scott



Today’s Worship Participants

Ushers: Roxane Panarella, Curt Diaz
Altar: Carolyn Yost Livestream: Lorie Wyant
Communion Steward: Janie Jenkins

If you or someone you know is in the hospital, nursing home, has a need from the church, or would
like a visit, Please feel free to call or send a text to Pastor Michael Atkinson at 304-771-3309

THIS WEEK AT FUMC

o Wednesday, Jan. 7— Bell Rehearsal, 11:00 a.m.
—Monastic Meal, 12:15 p.m.

o Thursday, Jan. 8 — Prayer Shawl Group, 5-6 p.m.

Kyle Harris
Joretta Lewis

There will be a brief Leadership Team meeting today
following the service.

Diane Davis
Robert Winfrey
Jim & Rose Cole

The Children of FUMC

Plan to stay after worship next Sunday, January 11
to help assemble the food bags for
Nutterfort Elementary and Liberty Middle.

As we begin the new year, we invite you to
participate in worship.
If you are interested in serving,
please contact the church office.

connect with us

@ cfumc@citynet.net

scan the QR Code with your mobile

phone camera for easy access to our

Facebook and YouTube accounts
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