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WORDS OF  WELCOME                                                             
 

ORGAN PRELUDE                                                                               Dr. Jessica Scott 
“Prelude on O Come, O Come Emmanuel” by C. Callahan 

                                                                       

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
117 N. 2nd Street, Clarksburg, WV 26301 

Phone:  304.623.3397         email:  cfumc@citynet.net 
 

Rev. Michael Q. Atkinson, Pastor   
Dr. Natalie Shaffer, Director of Music 

Dr. Jessica Scott, Organist 
                                             

“A Holy, Healthy, and Loving Community Striving to Know Christ and to Make Christ Known” 



*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                
Leader: Beloved, once again, we embark on the Advent path that points us to the 

coming of  Jesus. 
People: We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits. 
Leader: We remember the signs and the times that heralded the arrival of  the  

baby Jesus, God Incarnate. 
People: We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits. 
Leader: We tell the stories once again as we learn how to discern the signs and 

the times, watching for glimpses of  God’s here-and-not-yet kingdom 
among us. 

People: We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits. 
Leader: Come, let us worship God who shines a light to guide us on the path to 

peace and flourishing for all creation. 
People: Come, let us worship as we journey together toward the day that all the 

earth awaits. 
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2025 

*OPENING HYMN          “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”           UMH #196     
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 
Leader:  During the season of  Advent we shall light this Advent wreath, praying 

that our preparation for Christmas may help us to look outward in love, 
and to look forward in hope.  

People: Risen Christ, Light of  the world, shine in our lives and shine among us 
now. 

Leader: Let us pray that waiting for Christmas may show us how to be patient 
when things take time, how to live for Christ day by day, and ow to wait 
for promises not yet fulfilled. 

People: Risen Christ, Light of  the world, shine in our lives and shine among us 
now. 

Leader: In Isaiah, chapter 2, the prophet declares that in days to come God will 
judge between nations, and arbitrate for many peoples. 

 

Lighting of  the first candle                                      “O Come, O Come, Emmaunel” 
 

Leader: We light this candle because we refuse to let go of  Isaiah’s hope that 
swords can be beaten into plowshares, and spears into pruning hooks, and 
that nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more. (Isaiah 2:4) 



People: Risen Christ, Light of  the world, shine in our lives and shine among us 
now. 
Written by Brian Wren, Advent Christmas and Epiphany: Liturgies and Prayers for Public Worship, 2008 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us,   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS      “This is Where Children Belong”     TFWS #2233  

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of  the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.  

 
ANTHEM      “I Believe in Being Ready” by Leah Song and Chloe Smith       Chancel Choir 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                              Matthew 24:36-44  
‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of  heaven, nor the 
Son,  but only the Father.  For as the days of  Noah were, so will be the coming of  the 
Son of  Man.  For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark,  and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of  
the Son of  Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left.  Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 
left.  Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  But 
understand this: if  the owner of  the house had known in what part of  the night the 
thief  was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of  Man is coming at an  
unexpected hour.  
 

Leader:   The Word of  God for the people of  God. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 

MESSAGE                 “The Heart of  Christmas: Waiting in Hope”       Rev. Michael Atkinson 

 
 
 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                              Advent Hope  
Let us affirm our hope in Christ, who came, who comes, and who is to come: 
Leader: When violence reigns, and war seems never-ending, Christ is our hope,  
People: born among us, crucified and risen. 
Leader: When despair lies in wait and life loses meaning, Christ is our hope, 
People: born among us, crucified and risen. 
Leader: When people claim to know what God alone knows, and say the end is 

near, Christ is our hope, 
People: born among us, crucified and risen. 
Leader: When life on earth is extinguished this year, next year, or in a hundred 

million years, Christ is our hope, 
People: born among us, crucified and risen. 
Leader: In sorrow and joy, today and tomorrow, in life and in death, Christ is 

our hope, 
People: born among us, crucified and risen. 
All: Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Written by Brian Wren, Advent Christmas and Epiphany: Liturgies and Prayers for Public Worship, 2008 
 

*PASSING OF GOD’S PEACE 
 

ORGAN OFFERTORY                                                                             Dr. Scott   
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” by M Hayes  

 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                      U.M.H #94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Praise God, the source of  all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
*CLOSING HYMN                    “People, Look East”                          UMH #202  
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                Dr. Scott 
“Improvisation on Veni Emmanuel” by C Callahan  



 

THIS WEEK AT FUMC 
 

· Wednesday, Dec. 3— Bell Rehearsal 11:00 a.m. 
—Monastic Meal, 12:15 p.m. 

· Thursday, Dec. 4— Prayer Shawl, 5-6 p.m. 
· Friday, Dec. 5 — First Church Children in the Christmas Parade, 

6:00 p.m. 
· Sunday, Dec. 7– Choir Rehearsal, 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kyle Harris 

Joretta Lewis 

Diane Davis 

Robert Winfrey 

Jim & Rose Cole 

George Faris 
 

The Children of FUMC 

Today’s Worship Participants 
Liturgist:  Rick Squires 

Ushers:  Renae Payne, Meredith Seibert 
Altar: Carolyn Yost           Livestream: Mathew Wray/Jacki Welsh 

Acolyte: Audra Skidmore 

If you or someone you know is in the hospital, nursing home, has a need from the church,  or would 
like a visit, Please feel free to call or send a text to Pastor Michael Atkinson at 304-771-3309  

Homebound Communion Ministry 
If you or someone you know would like to receive Holy         

Communion at home—either on a temporary or regular basis—
please contact the church office. We are also seeking volunteers 
who feel called to serve in our homebound communion ministry. 

For more information or to sign up, email cfumc@citynet.net  

 

The Circle, through their new Porch Project Collaborative, is planning to go caroling at local 
nursing homes on December 17.  

If you are interested in joining the carolers or sending  Christmas cards to the residents, 
please email Niki Riley at annikariley25@outlook.com 

Join us after Worship in the Fellowship Hall today to assemble the food bags for 
 Nutterfort Elementary and Liberty Middle.  

We will assemble 108 bags for Nutterfort and 85 for Liberty.  
 




